
Executive Summary 
 
One of the biggest threats to any residential property, and to the people who live 
there is fire.  Ironically, fire is the least “considered” threat.  This in itself, 
educators believe, is one of the major reasons the United States suffers the 
highest fire death rate in the industrialized world.  Adding to the problem, are 
small cities and rural communities often making emergency response more 
difficult, low educational levels and high poverty levels, smoke alarm neglect, and 
inadequate and misuse of heating devices.  These factors go hand in hand in 
making South Carolina’s death rate one that is unacceptable.   
 
Most home fires occur in the kitchen while people are cooking, but often are 
extinguished with minor damage.  In many cases, these fires go unreported 
because fire departments never respond.  The most dangerous fires, the ones 
that cause the most fire deaths in South Carolina, are heating related, and could 
often be prevented.   
 
Many victims of fire are overtaken by smoke and toxic gases and not to actual 
burns.  Fire produces poisonous gases that claim victims who are often asleep, 
not even aware of the fire.  Even if they awaken, the exposure to these gases 
cloud their thinking and slow their reactions, preventing escape.  Smoke alarms 
are crucial in providing an early warning to the fire, allowing more time to escape.  
Knowing what to do, and how to escape makes the difference between life and 
death. 
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