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Partnership for Safer Buildings
Comments
Jim Burns

Thanks, George.

We have decided to call this group the Partnership for Building

Safety.

This is not about embarrassing people... or threatening anyone.

This is not about grabbing headlines. This is a partnership of

professionals from the public and private sector, who care about fire

protection... and what really makes building safer. This is not about

hunches... or commercial winners and losers.

This is about a group of people who are not afraid to make an honest

assessment of what's going on in the real world.

We all have questions here. Let me pose one. The new code has

relaxed the fire ratings for steel structural members. They did it in
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favor of a greater reliance on sprinklers. Why? Didn't we just decide

to recall 35 million sprinklers and rethink the sprinkler standards?

George talked about common sense. Amen.

I tried to find a big guy with a flat-top haircut to chair the Partnership.

Damned if Walt Smittle wasn't available. Time doesn't permit me to

list all of Walt's credentials. I will say that Walt has our full

confidence.

Walt, say hello... and then why don't each of you take a moment to

tell us about yourselves.

[introductions]

.we


