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Minutes of Conference Call (Final) 
On-Site Inspection Subcommittee (OSIS) 

Partnership for Safer Buildings 
November 7, 2002 

(2pm EST) 
 

Participants: 
 
Dr. Paul Croce  Vice President and Manager of Research, Factory Mutual Global Research 
Melissa Klein  NASFM Government Relations 
Joseph M. Perry Past President, California Fire Chiefs Association; and Fire Chief, City of 

Napa, California 
Walter Smittle III Chairman, Partnership for Safer Buildings; NASFM Special 

Representative; and retired West Virginia State Fire Marshal 
Amal Tamim NASFM Science Advisory Committee; and Manager of Approvals and 

Standards, W.R. Grace & Co. 
 
1. Discussion of Codes Assessment Subcommittee’s (CAS) initial review of the 

International Building Code 
Mr. Smittle began the discussion by noting that the On-Site Inspection Subcommittee’s 
(OSIS) overall goal is twofold. First, OSIS is to inspect buildings to determine if problematic 
building code provisions identified in the CAS report actually translate to unsafe conditions 
in the real world. Second, OSIS is to report back to the Partnership any additional safety 
issues that may be uncovered during the course of the inspection.  In order to fulfill these two 
objectives, Mr. Smittle suggested that the committee establish a list of criteria for the 
inspections. 
  
Chief Perry noted that he would be able to provide some inspection information from the San 
Francisco Fire Dept. Ms. Klein mentioned that Don Bliss (New Hampshire State Fire 
Marshal, NASFM President and Chair of the Partnership Liaison Subcommittee) regularly 
conducts inspections in the state of New Hampshire; and that Mr. Bliss suggested that Bill 
Degnan and Beverly Kowalik of his office work in concert with the OSIS to help establish 
inspection criteria. Both Mr. Degnan and Ms. Kowalik will also be available to train the 
individuals who will be participating in the actual inspections. Ms. Tamim suggested that she 
and Dr. Croce meet with Mr. Degnan and Ms. Kowalik to draft an inspection “check list.”  
 
Action: Ms. Klein will provide Ms. Tamim with the contact information for Mr. Degnan 
and Ms. Kowalik in order to set up a meeting. 
 
Action: Ms Tamim will coordinate with Dr. Croce on the time and location for the 
criteria-drafting meeting.  
 
2. Discussion of location and other logistical matters pertaining to On-Site Inspections 
Mr. Smittle noted that at the last Partnership meeting on September 26 in Ontario, California, 
it was discussed that the first round of inspections would be conducted before the year’s end 
on the East Coast. Ms. Klein offered to contact New Jersey State Fire Marshal, George 
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Miller, and New York State Fire Administrator, Jim Burns, to elicit their help in determining 
potential buildings to inspect in each of their respective states. Mr. Smittle also noted that as 
a matter of policy, either the State Fire Marshal or a member of his/her staff should be 
present during all Partnership inspections. All agreed.  
 
Ms. Tamim raised the issue of whether it would be appropriate for her to participate in the 
actual inspections. She felt that there might be a conflict of interest given her place of 
employment. She asked that she be recused from participating in the visits but still offered to 
participate by helping determine the inspection criteria. The group accepted her resignation. 
However, Dr. Croce noted that while he respected Ms. Tamim’s decision, he did not feel that 
Ms. Tamim’s participation would compromise the Partnership’s overall mission. Ms. Tamim 
said that it was a company issue and that she would consult with WR Grace’s legal counsel.   
 
Action: Ms. Klein will contact George Miller and Jim Burns to discuss the dates and 
locations of the first round of inspections. 
 
Action: OSIS members will submit their schedules for the month of December to Ms. 
Klein so that she may set up the first round of inspections. 
 
3. Next Steps 
Before ending the call, Mr. Smittle briefly outlined the committee’s next steps. After Ms. 
Tamim, Dr. Croce and the officials from the NH State Fire Marshal’s office draft a criteria 
and inspection checklist, OSIS will review the document and finalize it. Then, Mr. Bliss’s 
staff will aid in training the State Fire Marshals’ offices that will be conducting inspections 
so that the inspections are conducted as uniformly as possible. Ms. Klein will finalize the 
logistical issues for the first round of inspections, which will take place in mid-December.  
 
 


