
VOTE          ON S.870

All across the country, local fire departments of all types and
sizes do not have enough staff, training, personal protective
clothing, breathing apparatus, and other equipment. AFG and
SAFER help ensure fire and emergency services personnel in
the U.S. are properly trained, staffed, and equipped to protect
their communities. These programs improve response
capabilities across all emergency response areas—from fires
to medical aid and hazardous materials response. AFG and
SAFER are a lifeline to departments of all types—career,
combination, and volunteer. 

As our nation’s fire and emergency service continues to face
an ever-growing number of calls for service and all-hazards
responses, Congress cannot allow the two largest forms of
support for our nation’s fire and emergency services to
disappear. Without these programs, our communities will be
ill-prepared to respond to acts of terrorism, natural disasters,
and “routine” emergencies like house fires and medical
emergencies.

Congress also faces an urgent need to reauthorize the USFA,
the fire service’s primary representative in the federal
government and the lead federal agency for fire data
collection, public safety education, fire research, and fire
service training. At a time when fire and EMS personnel are
responding to increasing numbers of natural disasters like
hurricanes, tornadoes, and wildfires; more medical emergency
calls than ever before; the evolving challenge of responding
on the front lines of a global pandemic; the continued scourge
of structural fires, including home fires; increasing numbers of
calls for hazardous materials response; and much more, it is
essential that the agency tasked with supporting America’s fire
and emergency services is properly resourced. We 

To Members of the U.S. House of Representatives:

America’s major national fire and emergency services organizations
urge you to vote YES on S.870, the Fire Grants and Safety Act.

The Fire Grants and Safety Act is a strongly bipartisan bill that reauthorizes funding for
vital fire and emergency services grant programs – Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG)
and Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) – as well as the U.S.
Fire Administration (USFA). 

The bill has been unanimously favorably reported by the House Science, Space, and
Technology Committee. 

Without reauthorization, AFG and SAFER will face a statutory sunset on September
30, 2024.
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urge Congress to reauthorize the USFA and provide it with an 
authorization level that ensures the agency will be prepared to 
fulfill its mission and lead the fire service into the future.

On behalf of our nation’s fire service, we urge the House of Representatives to pass the
Fire Grants and Safety Act (S.870) cleanly and without delay.

Sincerely,
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